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1

Notes from the Head of School, Peter Baur...
Dear Faith Alums,
Faith has its name for a reason… it was born out of a profound faith that
God desired in Roanoke a Christian classical education. Faith has managed to provide this education for over 20 years and I believe is offering a
quality of Christian classical education that continues to improve each
year. In addition to increasing clarity of what it is that Faith means by CC
Ed., the faculty grows each year by being able to implement it. I am very
proud to have the privilege of this great work in Roanoke as I shepherd
your school to continue its work.
You are likely wondering how we have handled the recent and continued
COVID 19 crisis. From all accounts, extraordinarily well. On the Friday
before our Spring Break ended, Governor Northam announced the closing of all schools for at
least two weeks. In fairly short order, that became the rest of the year. We held off on restarting
school for three days as the faculty was introduced to, and trained in how to offer a “Faith at
Home” online program. To give evidence of God’s continued hand on Faith, a parent NEW to FCS
this year is an online learning SPECIALIST! She has worked in the field for many years and at the
highest levels of educational institutions including colleges and universities. She recently left her
responsibilities to raise her two young children, one of whom was new to our JK. So… a specialist,
new to the school, with uncommitted time, and God provides us our own expert and trainer who
volunteered her time to ramp us up in two days! With a week of adjustments, our “Faith at
Home” program hit its stride and from recent surveys it appears the vast majority of parents were
pleased… as were the 6th-12th grade students who also filled out surveys!
We are so very, very grateful to God for his continued provision to Faith!
Other impacts of the virus are a delay in holding Gala and Commencement anticipating that by
the end of July, things may have relaxed to the point where some number of folks will be able to
gather in person for the event. But, if you have access to Facebook, you can scroll through the
last ten weeks and see that many, many things were done to make this difficult time as meaningful to all as possible.
As we look to the Fall, we face three scenarios along with all schools: 1. We are able to return to
normal school. 2. We are able to return to normal school with mandated regulations (desks 6ft
apart, masks, limited numbers of students per class, etc.). 3. We are not able to return to on
campus learning. Though there are nuances and sub groups to all of these, in broad terms this is
what is driving our plans for the fall. To make plans, we have a task force with staff, faculty, par2

ents, board members, a doctor AND our learning specialist mentioned above. This task force will
look at all reasonable scenarios and recommend to the Head of School how best to prepare. There
are extraordinary people involved in seeing that Faith Christian School continues to offer to others
the remarkable education you received as a result of the faith of a few courageous families.
I would like to provide you an opportunity to see how special and distinct your education actually
is. A highly professional research group out of the University of Notre Dame compared survey data
from the following: Public Schools, Evangelical Christian Schools, Home School, Catholic School, and
Christian Classical schools. Alums from 24-40 years of age were included. The results were so striking, the survey’s sponsor, the Association of Christian Classical Schools (our accrediting agency),
held onto the results for a year to make sure the data was reliable. You can see the results here:
https://www.classicaldifference.com/good-soil/
While you review this information, as with my own son and his Christian classical education, there
are areas where his experience may not have matched the conclusion of the survey. I believe the
stronger point to be made is that in all of time and eternity, you had access to a transformative experience that has shaped your life in powerful ways that very few have had the privilege of receiving. I am humbled by what was offered to my own son in his CC Ed. I consistently see the benefits
in nearly every aspect of his life.
So that your alma mater can continue to thrive and offer to others what you benefited from, consider any support you can afford. You benefited from the generosity of others when you were
here. The school would not have started or remained without the generosity of those who believed in what was being offered to you. Should you be able, consider returning the favor.
Please contact me with any questions. My cell phone is 901-634-2672 or email Pbaur@fcsva.com.
May God grant you more of Himself each day… All of Christ to you,
Peter Baur
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Classically COVID
Faith Christian School met the challenges presented by COVID
-19 — and rose to the occasion. FCS faculty were able to successfully pivot to an online learning management system,
supplemented with Zoom meetings and virtual office hours.
Student assignments were given three categories: essential
(required assignments related to core content), Extra
(optional ungraded assignments directly related to core material), and Enrichment (optional, ungraded assignments for
spiritual or cultural enrichment indirectly related to core content). The senior class was still able to complete and present
their theses (over Zoom, naturally).
As this method of teaching and learning is less than
ideal for both the students and the faculty, Faith Christian did
its best to maintain a sense of normalcy and fun for the students. Students were encouraged with videos from
teachers and staff. Warrior Spirit Days helped imbue
the days of home learning with a little bit of whimsy.
Even a pandemic was not enough to break one of the
favorite FCS traditions— River Day! As always, River
Day was a surprise announcement, cancelling all assignments and Zoom meetings. FCS students were
encouraged to spend the day outside with their families and share their pictures online!
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(Above) Seniors Catherine and Megan Kagey
(Right) Senior Andrew King

Faith Christian received ample positive media attention in its attitude toward the changes this
Spring. Local television news stations aired the faculty and staff’s Zoom-based parody of “The Brady
Bunch.” News stories also featured FCS faculty and staff dropping off yard signs and graduation caps
and gowns for the seniors, complete with “front porch” graduation photos. Radio station K92 also
posted a tribute to the FCS Class of 2020. Links provided at the end of the article.

Restrictions and regulations permitting, 2020 Gala and graduation ceremony have been rescheduled
for dates in August.

Link to “The Faithy Bunch” on WSLS
Link to Celebrating Seniors on WDBJ
Link to Celebrating Seniors on WSET
Link to Senior Tribute on K92’s Facebook page
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Congratulations, Class of
2020!

Class of 2020
Hannah Bush

Thesis Topic

Fall 2020 Plans

The Church and Foster Care: How God’s Church

High Point University

Can Help Those in Need of a Loving Home

Cora Carmouche

Ecological Ethics and the Christian Response to

University of Virginia

Climate Change

Sydney Carmouche

Eating Well: A Theology of Food and he Ensuing

University of Virginia

Response to Injustice in the Global Food System

Luke Franks

U.S. Foreign Policy and Its Place in Changing Times

Virginia Tech

Catherine Kagey

Insane in the Mens Rea: An Analysis and

Randolph Macon College

Reformation of the Insanity Defense

Megan Kagey

Video Games: Hazardous Addiction or Harmless

James Madison University

Pastime?

Andrew King

The Boy Crisis in Education

Virginia Tech

Josh Moore

Considering the International Criminal Court

James Madison University

Sara Oyler

Sex and Sexuality: Do They Belong in Education?

Virginia Western CC

Pedro Pereira

Birthright Citizenship: Should Section 1 of the 14th

TBA

Amendment be Reinterpreted?

Olivia Shreeman

Losing the Human Touch of Healthcare

University of South Carolina

Tigerlilly Thompson

Medical Marijuana: Safe Substance or Dangerous

Virginia Western CC

Drug?

Kateleigh Wampler

Revisiting the Confederate Monument Debate

Virginia Western CC

Connor Wilson

The Vaping Epidemic

Elon University

Nick Witt

Big Pharma, Little Care

Roanoke College
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Project Faith 2020 Update

It was announced earlier this year that the site for Project Faith 2020 would be HopeTree Family
Services. HopeTree Family Services offers a variety of ministries, including foster care, secondary
educational program for residents and day students, residential care program for at-risk youth, and
services for adults with intellectual disabilities. While the original service project date of April 24th
had to be changed, the Faith Christian community has still found ways to support HopeTree, including: making masks for the residents and staff members, and sending encouraging notes and cards
for their community. Project Faith 2020 is currently scheduled for Friday, September 11th. If you
are interested in volunteering with the FCS community, please email JoAnn Kowtko at
jkowtko@fcsva.com for details and information about our alumni volunteer group.

(Above) Masks and cards for HopeTree Family Services.
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Warrior Wins
As has become a recent tradition at Faith Christian, the FCS Warriors celebrated another stellar
athletic year. Congratulations Warriors on your wins!
Fall 2019

Volleyball

Girls Varsity Basketball

VACA District Champions
VACA South Region Champions

VACA All Southwest District Team
Emily Eanes
Jacqui Farthing
Karmin Osborne
Megan Kagey

VACA State Champions
NACA Division V National Champions
Below top: the Wells Fargo Tower lit purple in honor of our Lady
Warriors. Below left and right: the NACA 2020 Championship Banner

VACA 1st Team South Region
Emily Eanes
VACA 2nd Team South Region
Jacqui Farthing
VACA All State Team
Emily Eanes
Winter 2019/20
Basketball
Catherine Kagey

VACA 1st Team All South Region
VACA 1st Team All State
NACA All-Tournament Team
NACA All American
Catherine Kagey will play basketball for Randolph Macon College
Link to signing ceremony
Megan Kagey
VACA 1st Team All South Region
VACA 1st Team All State
NACA All-Tournament Team

Boys Varsity Basketball
Nick Witt
1st Team All South Region
Over 1000 Points Scored in FCS Career

Kateleigh Wampler
VACA 1st Team All South Region
VACA 2nd Team All State
Over 1000 Points Scored in her FCS Career

Andrew King
2nd Team All South Region

The Shield and the Flame Award
Nick Witt
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FCS Alumni: On a Mission!
Matthew 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” Amen.

All Christians are familiar with the Great Commission—Jesus’ commandment to share the Good
News of his death and resurrection with the world. Some Christians follow Christ’s commandment, joining their churches or youth groups on a mission trip or two. Few Christians accept the
call to dedicate their lives to teaching the Gospel and serving others around the world. At Faith
Christian, we have many alumni who participate in mission work. Here are interviews with three
of our alumni who have chosen to commit themselves to full-time missions: Katie Hedrick, ‘07;
Jake Fuller, ‘13; and Mary Gin Shepherd, ‘19.
Clockwise from the left: Jake Fuller, ‘13 in South
Sudan; Katie Hedrick, ‘07, in Nicaragua; Mary Gin
Shepherd, ‘19, in the Philippines.
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Meet Katie
Name: Katie Hedrick
Age: 30
Organization: Go. Tell. Love.
Q: Tell us a little about you: where did you go to college, what career(s)
post-college, when did you decide to enter into full-time mission work?
I did my freshman year at Carson-Newman College in Tennessee,
then transferred to Liberty and got my bachelor’s in Religion/
Intercultural Studies. This was basically a degree in missions, but I
had had some jarring experiences so I was still a little unsure of my
path upon graduation; so I moved to Charlotte, NC, and worked in an
elementary school while I got my teaching license from UNC Charlotte. I taught first and second grade in Roanoke City for 2 years,
then went back to school and got my culinary certificate in baking
and pastry through the Al Pollard Culinary Arts Institute at Virginia
Western. I worked as a pastry chef for about 4 years here in Roanoke
and had the opportunity to travel to Zambia for a few weeks at a time during those years. Missions had more or
less been my goal since late middle school, but I hadn’t quite figured out yet what it would look like. Through my
time in Zambia and a trip to Nicaragua, God really opened my eyes to see how I could make a difference for His
Kingdom and use the gifts and skills He has given me for full-time ministry. So, I guess I’d say I made the decision
to enter full-time mission work when I was 14 and it took me about 16 years to really make the leap.
Q: When did you first become involved in mission work?
When I was 14, my dad and I went to Romania with our church. That was my first international mission trip and
the initial spark for me, but I continued going on domestic and international trips throughout high school and
college.
Q: Where have your mission trips taken you?
I went to Romania and Argentina in high school and spent the summer between my junior and senior years working at an inner-city ministry center in Houston. I spent a semester In Mexico in college then spent about 4
months in Zambia in southern Africa over a couple summers. Most recently, obviously, I have been spending
most of my time in Nicaragua.
Q: There are many ways to live and work for Christ - what is it about mission work that particularly spoke to you?
I really think most of it, besides that unexplainable pull of the Holy Spirit, had to do with realizing my natural interests, gifts, and tendencies. I’m not good at sitting still, and I have pretty much always known that a traditional
9-5 office job would not suit me. I’ve always been drawn to cross-cultural interactions and have had a heart for
Spanish-speaking peoples since Mrs. Clark’s classes in high school. Thankfully, I have been privileged to see and
experience other cultures, lifestyles, and worldviews for most of my life, all against the background of Jesus’ command to go and make disciples. The Holy Spirit has been gracious enough through these experiences, my own
study of Scripture and prayer time, and the counsel of others to show me that He has called me to be involved in
fulfilling the Great Commission by physically going. That’s not the clearest answer to the question, but hopefully
those reading this can understand and appreciate that sometimes God’s calling isn’t something that can be fully
explained. That’s part of what is so exciting to me about it!
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Q: You started a non-profit missionary ministry, Go. Tell. Love. That's amazing!! It's quite a leap of faith to establish your
own missionary organization - how were you led to that decision? What does the process of starting a non-profit look
like?
When I first started serving in Nicaragua, it was with an established organization called Because We Care Ministries. As I began to develop my own vision and ideas for ministry, I realized that a partnership would be more
effective than working directly with their ministry (see the following question ). The initial idea for my own
non-profit was purely financial—to have my support separate from the accounts of Because We Care. This also
enables me to have a board of directors for accountability and advice. Having my own non-profit also gives me a
little bit of freedom in how I specifically minister in Nicaragua—the activities in which I participate, the particular communities I serve, my budget items, etc.
In order to start a non-profit, I had to select a board of directors and compose articles of incorporation and corporate by-laws. Thankfully, I had some very wise people helping me out with the legal jargon! I submitted these
to the Virginia State Corporation Commission to be recognized as an official corporation, then had to submit paperwork to the IRS for official tax-exempt status. The process itself wasn’t especially difficult, but it required a
lot of patience waiting on government entities to go through my
paperwork! Even in this, God was so gracious in putting the right
people in my path to help guide me through the process and pull
some strings to get everything approved.
Q: What are Go. Tell. Love's areas of focus?
The ministry with which I’m partnering, Because We Care, has
been serving in this area of Nicaragua for about 20 years
now. They focus primarily on physical relief (food, medicine,
clothing, shelter…) as well as pastor training and church
growth. So, I’ve intentionally chosen my areas of focus to complement their work and also fit within my specific giftings and skill
sets. I will be focusing mainly on ministering to women and children. With the women, my initial and primary goal is to share the
Gospel and help them to understand the need for a Savior. After
that, I will conduct weekly Bible studies, teaching the basic beliefs
of our faith as well as spiritual disciplines. I will also do some oneon-one mentoring and discipleship, hoping to train the women to
eventually lead the studies on their own and also become disciplemakers. With the children, I have the opportunity to visit many of
the government-run schools and share Bible stories and basic supplies with the kids. They also naturally come with their mothers
to studies and events, which gives me another opportunity to
share the love of Jesus with them. My plan (post-COVID) is to
spend about 2/3 of the year in Nicaragua, focusing on these areas, and about 1/3 of the year in the States. My
time in the States will be spent spearheading a partnership program, connecting churches in the US with individual pastors and their communities in Nicaragua. I will also be working with the short-term teams we host, preparing them and training them for their week of ministry and conducting follow-up and debriefing meetings as
well.
Q: How have your previous careers helped you in your work in Nicaragua?
It is so crazy and so encouraging how God uses everything for His glory! Really since I graduated from college,
I’ve felt a little like I was on a winding path, taking detours or wrong turns without really knowing where I was
going. Yet I can already see how God’s hand has been on all of it! My background in education has already been
put to good use as I work with children in Nicaragua, in the schools and in the communities. It has also enabled
me to plan and write studies and lessons, to think through different learning styles and ways to engage listeners.
Part of our ministry in Nicaragua also has to do with food! We prepare large pots of chicken and vegetable stew
for the communities and provide food for schools and families. Many women that I know in Nicaragua also bake
tamales or corn bread to sell to their neighbors. My experiences in bakeries and through culinary school have
given me important tools I can share with these women about how to start small businesses and produce larger
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Q: When in Nicaragua, what does your daily routine look like?

My day starts with a few cups of strong Nicaraguan coffee J as well as Bible study and prayer. Up to this point, I’ve
really been there as a support to the short-term teams that come. When I’m working with the teams, we head out
to a school after breakfast and the team does some kind of skit or Bible story with the kids and we sing and dance
with them. Then the kids have recess so we can play soccer or baseball with them, color with chalk, blow bubbles, all kinds of fun things. We head back to the mission house for lunch, then go to another village in the afternoon. In the afternoons, our staff doctor goes with us and does a clinic for babies and kids. We also cook the
chicken stew for the community. While these are happening, the team will share testimonies and songs and play
with kids again. I try to use these times to touch base with friends I’ve made, developing relationships that will
allow me to have Gospel conversations and begin the process of discipleship.
Thanks to COVID-19, I haven’t yet had a chance to really establish a daily routine when there aren’t teams incountry. When I was in Nicaragua last summer, I helped start weekly women’s Bible studies in 5 of the villages
we serve. So, my plan is to spend one day of the week in each of those villages. I’ll set up a kind of base of operations in the local church and have various programs and activities throughout the day. I’ll have the small-group
Bible study that will lay out the Gospel message as well as the basics of our faith. I hope to have a couple of my
Nicaraguan friends teach skills like bracelet making and pottery to give the women a way to support their families. Long-term, I have plans to implement a literacy program and a Bible study specifically for teachers, but I
know that will take time. My focus for the first year or so is to spend time with the women and kids in these five
communities, having coffee or rice and beans together, developing trust and friendship. Donald, the missionary
in Nicaragua, always says we have to earn the right to be heard. I know I can’t go into these communities as a
stranger and expect them to immediately trust me and want to hear what I have to say. So, my routine will look
like a lot of conversations, sitting in the shade, and sharing fellowship with the people God puts in front of me.
Q: How has the Holy Spirit spoken to you since founding Go. Tell. Love? How does the Holy Spirit guide you when on location?
So much of what the Spirit is teaching me now is patience and trust. When I have an idea for something, I’m
ready to jump in head first and at full speed! I know that enthusiasm can be good, but sometimes it happens before I’ve fully planned or thought through the details of everything. The last year or so has been one long lesson
in patience and waiting on the Holy Spirit! I had to wait to get all my paperwork in order for the non-profit (in
fact, I’m still waiting on one form from the IRS…). My ministry is entirely supported by others, so there was a lot
of waiting to schedule meetings, hear back from people, and slowly build my ministry budget. I couldn’t just hop
on a plane and head back to Nicaragua as soon as I wanted to—there were a lot of pieces to put together. I am not
a very patient person by nature, so the Holy Spirit has certainly had to speak to me about that a lot over the last
year.
One of the blessings of serving as a full-time missionary is that I have scheduled time in the mornings for prayer
and Bible study, a luxury many people with traditional jobs don’t enjoy. So, each morning, as a team, we ask God
to guide our conversations, interactions, and activities. We seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit and study the
way that Jesus did ministry here on the earth. I could tell so many specific stories, but the Holy Spirit is always
faithful to answer those prayers! He consistently gives me words to say, brings people whose hearts are ready to
receive Him, and encourages local
believers. But, things aren’t always rosy and perfect in missions. I miss my family and
friends. Things get discouraging
and lonely sometimes, or they
don’t work out the way I think
they should. The Holy Spirit
guides in these moments, as
well. He reminds me of His faithfulness in the past and His promise to be faithful in the future. He
reminds me through prayer,
Scripture, and conversations that
the work we do for His glory is
always worthwhile and will be
rewarded, even when we don’t
12

Q: The world has been greatly affected by COVID-19. Where were you when the virus started to hit the news? How has
that affected your plans for this Spring? How have the people of Nicaragua been affected by COVID-19?
I had just arrived in Nicaragua when the virus started to really take hold in the US. I was there for two weeks,
and it was a little hard to understand how bad it was here when so little was changing in Nicaragua. But the US
teams that were scheduled quickly started cancelling their trips so I knew it was getting serious. I realized that I
would be really isolated in Nicaragua, unable to really go into the villages without other people there and I would
have been hard pressed to get to the airport in a hurry or find adequate medical care should I need it. So, I made
the decision to come home and kind of ride out the storm here. I’m still working on fundraising and planning for
when I head back—hopefully very soon!
I’ve been in communication with my friends in Nicaragua, and they’re doing OK—most of them have chosen to
self-quarantine, but the government hasn’t done a whole lot to protect people. They’re still encouraging progovernment rallies and other large gatherings and seem to be ignoring many of the distancing recommendations
of most health officials. According to official reports, there haven’t been a ton of cases in Nicaragua, although
there has been a spike in pneumonia cases as well as rumors of under-reporting by the state.
Q: How did your FCS education help prepare you for mission work?
One of the unique things about my education at FCS was how I was encouraged to study and pursue my personal
interests. Through various projects and papers, especially my senior thesis, I was able to study languages and
education and the effect these have on communities. This was definitely part of the beginning of my path toward
missions. I will also be forever grateful for Mrs. Clark—I don’t think I would have the love for or skill in the Spanish language without her! She taught us not just vocabulary and grammar, but culture and open-mindedness for
those who aren’t exactly like us. The Bible classes I took also gave me a solid foundation for investigating my
own beliefs and opinions in light of Scripture, and understanding the historical context of different books. Most
of the time, I feel so ill-equipped to teach Scripture to others, and the Holy Spirit is the One who speaks through
me. But the classes I took and lessons I learned from teachers and students at FCS certainly gave me a solid foundation on which to build.
Q: When the threat of COVID-19 is diminished, what is next for you and Go. Tell. Love?
My plan is to head back to Nicaragua as soon as it is safe and advisable to do so. In the meantime, I’m working on
building a support team in-country and beginning to develop Bible studies and discipleship materials. So, my
prayer is that once I get back, I’ll be able to hit the ground running. Thankfully, our team in Nicaragua is still
praying, serving, and ministering to their communities. I am so thankful for them and their willingness to show
the love of Jesus even in this uncertain time! I am anxious to be back serving alongside them, and to continue implementing the vision God has given me.
Q: If anyone wants to follow your journey or learn more about Go. Tell. Love, what is the best way to do that?
A lot of information can be found on my website, go-tell-love.org. You can also sign up for my monthly newsletters there. I also try to keep up with a blog at katieonmission.wordpress.com and post pretty often on Facebook
and Instagram—Katie Hedrick or @katie.hedrick3.
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Meet Jake
Name: Jake Fuller
Age: 25
Organization: Answering the Call
Q: Tell us a little about you: What did you do post-FCS? College/Career?
After graduating from Faith, I attended Virginia Western Community
College. My plan was to transfer to Virginia Tech and study agriculture
so that I could one day have my own self-sustaining farm. After my first
year there, I married my wonderful wife AC. As you can imagine, being
married at twenty and nineteen years old while both being in school
made for a few intense years. AC graduated and is now a Nurse at Roanoke Memorial Hospital, and she is crushing it. I graduated from Tech
with a degree in Agriculture Science along with a minor in Social
Change and Leadership. I went on to run a few cattle, but quickly fell in
love with missions.
Q: When did you first become involved in mission work? Where have your previous trips taken you?
I grew up in a missions-centered family. As a young child, my dad would take my siblings and I all over on his
trips. By the time I graduated from high school, I had traveled to about twenty countries and been on countless
mission trips. Growing up I absolutely hated it. It was honestly not until the summer before my final year at Tech
that I began to enjoy missions.
There is an area in Sudan called the Nuba Mountains. The government of Khartoum continued their genocide
campaign on the people of Nuba long after Southern Sudan seceded. As the people of Nuba attempted to rebuild
their country, the government sought to destroy it. If the people planted a farm, Khartoum would send an Antonov plane to fly over it, push bombs out and demolish the land. If the people built a water tower, school, hospital, church or any other structure, they faced the same fate. If that wasn’t horrific enough, the government also
poisoned all of the food brought in by NGOs and distributed it to the starving people in Nuba. One day my dad
called me and asked if I would take a truck load of roughly 200,000 pounds of food over the border of South Sudan into the Nuba territory. Something about risking our own safety and lives to bring relief and hope to a people
that evil was trying to destroy sold me.
Q: How did you come to the decision to pursue a full-time career with Answering the Call?
That trip to Nuba is really what gave me the desire. There was this one incredibly tense moment during a food
distribution. The people began breaking down the fence to charge the store room and make sure they got food. It
dawned on me in that moment, “I can’t stop doing this when there is so much need.” I knew then that I wanted to
continue doing missions. It was so easy to get bored in America, but serving people in the bush and telling those
who had never heard the name of Jesus about His good news makes it impossible to get bored with my faith. I
honestly feel like it was the grace of God that called me into a life of craze to keep me grounded in Him.
Q: What are Answering the Call's areas of focus?
Answering the Call is devoted to reaching people in difficult-to-reach places. We focus on areas of the world
where people are either unwilling or unable to go bringing relief, hope and the love of Jesus. In every region we
enter, we come alongside a man or woman of peace who has a God-given vision for their community, bringing
emergency crisis relief and sharing the good news of Jesus. We then assist them in development projects that ultimately become self-sustaining ministries. The areas we currently serve in are South Sudan, the Nuba Mountains,
Darfur, Costa Rica, Southeast Asia and the Middle East -- which is my true passion. I am hopeful that we will eventually be able to go to other parts of the Middle East, especially Yemen and Syria.
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Q: On your recent mission trip to the Nuba Mountains, you were joined by FCS alum Addison Moslow, '09. Was this your
first mission trip together?

Addison has been on quite a few trips with me. We went to Costa Rica together growing up, but since I started
working with ATC, Addi has been with me to South Sudan, the Middle East twice and the Nuba Mountains.
Q: How long were you last in Sudan? What was the goal of your trip?
Our last trip was about twelve days long. The goal was to deliver a year's worth of food and other relief materials
to 100 kids from remote, oppressed, and radically Islamic areas of Nuba. The plan was to have the community
select the children and accompany them on their journey to a school in a safe location where they would have
access to education, food, clothing, medical attention, shelter and care. Fifty children had already been rescued,
and we were going in to try to rescue another fifty from another part of Nuba that is one of the most radical areas
in the region. Unfortunately, after days of meetings and months of planning, they decided not to let us enter that
area out of fear that we would evangelize.

Q: Tell us about your experiences!
This is a hard one. I could go on for a while about all the different stories, so I will share about one of my more
recent trips. In January I had the opportunity to go back to the Middle East. A few days after the US took out General Soleimani and Iran retaliated with air strikes into Iraq, I landed in the Erbil Airport. This was obviously sort
of a weird time to be traveling to Iraq but, if you know my father, you know that in his mind, this is the best time.
Why? While everyone, especially all the missionaries, leave an area, that is when the people need to know the
Love of Jesus the most. We see this all over the world. When things get sketchy, a lot of missionaries pull out and
go home. I understand the idea of not wanting to die or be captured, but we are called to live above and outside of
that. My father continued to encourage me to go, so we went. We were in a Yazidi refugee camp distributing kerosene fuel, food, and feminine hygienic products when the Iraqi version of the FBI came and asked us to come to
their office. The meeting was going fine. They asked why we wanted to stay in the refugee camp and not in a hotel
nearby. Knowing this was a Muslim man, but wanting to stand firm in my position, I bluntly told him that as a follower of Jesus, I believe we are called to follow His ministry example and be with the people. To stay in a hotel
and not with them would demonstrate that I am not truly with them in the hard times. So regardless of the cold
weather and uncomfortable sleeping conditions, we want to remain in the camp with the people. He seemed to
take this well. But when we got back to the camp, he had one of his officers inform us of our options. We could
stay there and not distribute the goods, or go to a hotel and continue to distribute the goods. Naturally, we went
to the hotel. I had to make sure these people received the supplies we purchased so they wouldn’t freeze when
the harsh winter snow came.

Jake Fuller, ‘13, in Iraq, with fellow
Faith Christian alumni AC Branch
Fuller, ‘12; Sarah Graninger, ‘10;
and Addison Moslow, ‘09.
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On our last day there, the men came again. This time when we walked into their office, we did not receive the
same warm welcome and tea like the first time. This time the man behind the desk was yelling at us in Arabic
and banging his fists on the desk. Apparently, we didn’t have the form we needed to do a distribution in the
camp, which was code for, “Where is my cut of the money?” He told us to go back, finish our work in the camp and
then leave the city. Sensing this man’s anger, I texted our new contact I had met at the beginning of this trip. I described to him what was happening, thinking he would know what I should do. He had worked in this area before
and knew more about the politics and the way things worked than I did. His response: “You need to leave the
city. I am sending a car. Tell no one you are leaving. You have been marked.” That one word marked is what terrified me. What does that even mean?! “You have been marked.” I asked for further explanation, but was told he
would inform me when I returned to the main city. I debated back and forth for what felt like an eternity. Should
I stay and continue the work here or return? I did what any reasonable twenty-five year old man would
do. Knowing my beautiful wife was asleep and not wanting to call her in the middle of the night while she was
working saying, “Hey babe, I have been marked--whatever that means--what should I do?” I called my mom. I
told her what was happening and, after long debate, got a text from Mrs. Moslow. She addressed worries I was
having about leaving the area and confirmed that we should in fact leave. So we sat in the hotel room for a couple
of hours with our packed bags. Finally, I got a call from the front desk telling me a driver was here. We walked
downstairs, paid the hotel and left. That drive back to the main city took forever. Finally, we met up with our
friend who told me that the word “marked” meant that they were going to come to our hotel in the middle of the
night, take us to their station and hold us for a few hours. This was going to be a fear tactic to make sure we cut
them some money next time we came. It’s still hard to know how I feel about it all. I am glad we left, but still horrified that these government authorities are essentially profiting on people helping their fellow citizens. But, we
never paid them and that is a good feeling.
Q: How has the Holy Spirit spoken to you during your work there?
The Holy Spirit has led us in all of our missions. Almost every time I leave the country, return and reflect on what
happened on the previous trip, I can point to where I saw His hand and direction in all of it. He truly has laid out
a path for us every time. I struggle with a lot of anxiety when I am over there. I fear that I will get caught in the
middle of some war and not be able to get out, but He has always led me home and helped calm me when I needed it most. Ultimately, He has shown me that there are causes worth putting your life on the line for, and fortunately building His Kingdom around the world is one of them. He has begun to give me peace in that being my
life.

Q: What lessons have you learned since embarking on your work with Answering the Call?
Trusting God often calls for patience. We need to walk in the promise that God is in fact truly good. I know the
whole argument that, “If God is good, then how can He let war, genocide, sex trafficking, and countless other horrible things we encounter happen?” I can’t explain everything, but I know God is good and somehow bigger than
it all.
Q: Did your FCS education prepare you for your current work? If so, how?
My time at FCS definitely played a role in preparing me for the mission field. Faith does an extremely good job
at teaching students to think independently; not just regurgitate information. In my experience, there was a
heavy focus on students identifying areas of interest, followed by encouragement to research, develop our own positions and be able to defend them. This grew my confidence in who I am and who
God has made me to be. In areas around the world where I work, I am often forced to make decisions quickly.
I am grateful that Faith helped develop my critical thinking skills.
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Q: How has the COVID-19 crisis affected Answering the Call's plans for this spring? How are the Sudanese people being
affected?

For Answering the Call, there obviously could be some detrimental economic effects. We are a nonprofit organization, so when people aren’t able to give financially, it’s more difficult for us to operate, complete projects and
go share the message of Jesus around the world. Regardless, we’re unable to travel internationally right now due
to all the restrictions. We have had to postpone one of our trips already, but I am hopeful for that to be the only
one.
For our fields it’s a different story. Southeast Asia has been on a three-week lockdown, halting all work and causing many to struggle. The Nuba Mountains may be getting hit the hardest. Since they are not an official country
and are, in many ways, still at war with Khartoum, they have no access to money. They can’t even access money
we’ve sent them because their banks have no cash. All markets have been closed, so even those who had cash
cannot go buy food or other needed supplies. One man on the ground informed us of reports that food supplies
will run out in a month, meaning the people will face famine. Again. To put the cherry on top, since travel is restricted, getting relief in there is nearly impossible. So at this moment, it’s sort of like waiting for a horrendous
situation to occur that is almost guaranteed to happen outside of God’s intervention. It’s honestly heartbreaking.
These are some of the most forgotten people in the entire world and it appears like they are once again going to
be overlooked. My hope and prayer is that borders will open up so that NGOs can bring emergency relief into the
area.
Q: How can we learn more about Answering the Call?
To learn more about us visit www.answeringthecall.org and follow us on social media! Anyone is also welcome
to contact me (my information is below). I am always open to meeting in person (post COVID) or talking on the
phone to share how you can get involved through prayer, partnership and/or participation in trips. We love
traveling with people and watching them catch the vision. We are all called to help build God’s Kingdom around
the world, and it’s a blessing that we get to be a part of His plan.
Jake Fuller
Field Coordinator, Answering the Call
jakefuller@answeringthecall.org
910-508-3788
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Meet Mary Gin
Name: Mary Gin Shepherd
Age: 18
Organization: YWAM (Youth With a Mission) / Anglican Church of Rwanda / Love With Actions Rwanda

Q: You decided to embark on this journey right after high school, when most graduates are focused on moving on to college. What inspired you to take this path?
I knew pretty early on, around grade 10, that I wanted to do something like this. It was a combination of me
wanting to go do wild, fun things around the world as well as the Lord laying those things on my heart.
Q: Were your friends and family supportive?
YES! My family was incredibly supportive and encouraged me to explore lots of different options. They were also
pretty good about not putting a lot of pressure on me to fit into a mold or follow a path that most people take. My
friends were so excited for me, too!
Q: How did you find out about the organization you work with? Was there an application process?
While planning my year, I ended up going with a couple different organizations for different amounts of time.
First I did a discipleship training school (DTS) with Youth With a Mission (YWAM). This is a six month program
that is three months of training and spiritual development then three months of “outreach” to a different nation.
I found out about this program from a few camp/church friends who had done it! There is a super short application for the program, but they just get your info and have you answer a few questions about your walk with God.
The other organizations I was with was Love With Actions (a ministry for children with disabilities) as well as
the Anglican Church of Rwanda, which I found out about from some missionary friends there.
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Q: Where have you been so far?

I have been to Hawai’i, Philippines, and Rwanda!
Q: What kind of work do you typically do when you get to a new locality?
In Hawai’i, most everything we did was training-based. We did a bit of evangelism as local outreach, but that time
mostly looked like preparing to be a missionary, not just in the context of going overseas but in everyday life.
In the Philippines, lots of our ministry looked like partnering with local churches in street evangelism, speaking
to youth groups and bible studies as well as mercy ministries like feeding programs. There was also a few weeks
where we were serving YWAM’s corporate partners in the business world, so that was eye-opening for sure to
see what different sides of missions could look like.
In Rwanda, I spent my days at the Love With Actions center for kids with disabilities. Although I had essentially
zero qualifications except for graduating high school, I was put in charge of marketing / social media / graphic
design for the organization. I redid their website, scheduled posts, made updated print material like brochures,
etc. It definitely was not what I initially expected to be doing, but I had so much fun serving in a creative capacity!
Another chunk of my time was spent at a local hospital helping distribute food on behalf of the Anglican church.
We prayed for the sick, developed deep friendships, and in some cases cared for suffering patients!
Q: How has the Holy Spirit spoken to you during this year?
This year has been so formative for me in learning how to hear God’s voice. He is incredibly generous in how He
speaks to us. The main thing He’s spoken to me is that all ministry comes from the overflow of our intimacy with
Him.

Q: What lessons have you learned from each of these legs of your journey?
Simply put,
Hawaii: ministry comes from the overflow of our intimacy with Him
Philippines: God is alive and active bringing revival and miracles to the nations
Rwanda: God is with me no matter what
Q: The world has been greatly affected by COVID-19. Where were you when the virus started to hit the news? How has
that affected your plans for this Spring? How have the people of Rwanda been affected by COVID-19?
I was in Rwanda and within a few days it was very clear that I should go home. I left the country late March and
have been in the US since then. Rwanda has been greatly affected by the virus as people have lost income and are
unable to make money each day for food. The virus has been relatively controlled but is concerning considering
it is the most densely populated country in Africa.
Q: How did your FCS education help prepare you for mission work?
I found all of the biblical and theological training that FCS provided to be very helpful both in training and on the
mission field. Apologetics, theology, and biblical context are so important when you’re sharing your faith and
teaching the Word, so it was great to already have those practical skills.
Q: After so many edifying experiences, do you still plan to attend college this Fall, or have your plans changed?
While mapping out this gap year, I had planned on going to App State fall 2020. I was never super confident in
that decision, but I thought it was a reasonable plan and made sense. Throughout my time in Hawaii and in the
Philippines it was quite apparent that I wasn’t supposed to go there. I absolutely fell in love with what God is doing in the Philippines and plan on going back there to pursue full time missions with the possibility of doing
online school.
Q: If anyone wants to follow your journey or learn more about (organization), what is the best way to do that?
You can either email me at marygshep20@gmail.com or sign up using the link www.eepurl.com/giRD_P
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Alumni BBQ Fundraiser
The Faith Christian Alumni Association Fall fundraiser was a success! The association sponsored a
BBQ dinner from Smokin’ Eddie Joe’s BBQ at the Warrior Run, an annual cross country meet hosted
at FCS’ Warrior Field. “Smokin’ Eddie Joe” is Ed Bennett, the father of Faith Christian alumna, JoAnn
Bennett Kowtko, ‘01. JoAnn’s family provided the BBQ, took orders and served meals—raising
$561. All proceeds from the BBQ were given to the Faith Christian Alumni Scholarship, a scholarship
designed to lower the cost of Faith Christian tuition for children of Faith Christian alumni.
The Warrior runners performed impressively during the meet. FCS runners placed 3rd for Boys Middle School and 1st in Boys Varsity, and the Varsity Team placed 1st overall.
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David Wells, ‘01, founding board member of the Cateclesia Institute

“I can only answer the question ‘What am I to do?’ if I can answer the prior question ‘Of what story
or stories do I find myself a part?’”
- Alasdair MacIntyre
This past summer, I was approached by a friend from college about joining the founding board for a
new nonprofit called the Cateclesia Institute (CI). CI's founder and executive director, Trevor Laurence, is a theologian and former pastor who felt a distinct opportunity to produce resources for
both the academy and church directed at answering MacIntyre's astute question.
In Trevor's words, "The challenge of the Christian life is to inhabit the right story, which means developing the skill of hearing God communicate His Story as well as cultivating an imagination such that
the Biblical story becomes the instinctive framework by which we live."
The website (www.cateclesia.com) publicly launched in early May and I’d love for you to check it
out, explore some of the articles, and join our email list. There are already a handful of excellent
guest posts. ~ David Wells, ‘01
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Love in the Time of Corona

While it surely was not the day the couple had initially planned, love conquered all for FCS alumna
Meredith Green, ‘12, and her new husband, Scott
Shelton. Meredith and Scott received local media
attention for their “drive-by” wedding shower and
socially distanced April wedding.

Meredith’s mother, Ann, wearing yellow latex
gloves, graciously accepted shower gifts and gifted
the drive-by guests with a cupcake and the most elusive of pandemic commodities—a roll of toilet
paper. Meredith was quoted by WFXR, “This has been such a… I’m not going to cry…but it’s been
such a precious day to have all these people who would come out. We’re so grateful that anyone
would come to share their love and to show us that they’re supportive of us getting married.”
WFXR also covered the couple’s socially distanced wedding. Less than 10 participated in
the ceremony, while other friends and family
watched from their cars and via Zoom. A friend
was quoted in the news story, “Just being able
to sit in the mountains and see how sweet it is
that even if it’s just intimate between them, for
now, and we get to celebrate them later, that
doesn’t change the fact that their marriage isn’t
going to stand on something solid.”
Talk about making lemonade out of lemons!
Congratulations and God Bless, Mr. and Mrs. Shelton!
Link to the wedding shower story
Link to the wedding story

22

Alumni News
JoAnn Bennett Kowtko, ‘01 and her husband,

Bo Waldo, ‘08 lives in Fort Benning, GA, with his

Tim, welcomed baby Jonathan Bennett Kowtko in wife, Kathryn, and son, Declan, working as the
November 2019. JoAnn and Tim also have a

Deputy Regimental Chaplain for the 75th Ranger

daughter, Vivien, age 4 (see below).

Regiment. He recently graduated
from Ranger
School on May
1st, and is grateful to God for carrying him through
that challenge,
and for all the

Tready Gardner, ‘08 and his wife, Rebecca, wel-

prayers and sup-

comed their third child and first boy, August Milo port of family and
Gardner on March 1 (see below).
friends. (see
right)
Faith Gardner Mitchell, ‘10 and her husband,
Cory, welcomed their first baby, Lucy Grace
Mitchell, on March 13th. Baby Lucy Grace shares
a birthday with
uncle, Tready
Gardner, ‘08. The
Mitchell family resides in central
Texas, where Cory
Cullen Reed, ‘08 was named to the 2019-2020

is stationed with

Faith Christian School Board of Directors. This

the United States

marks the first time an alumnus has served on

Army. (see right)

the school board.
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Alumni News—continued
Alton Wampler, ‘10 married Carly Harmon on

Kyle Young, ‘11 and his wife, Bryanne, both fin-

November 9, 2019. Also in attendance were FCS ished their MAs in Linguistics & Translation at the
alumni: Sarah Graninger, ’10; Best Man Rhett

Canada Institute of Linguistics/Trinity Western

Adams, ’10; Faith Gardner Mitchell, ’10; and

University in December 2019. They also moved

Maggie

to Grande Prairie, AB, Bryanne’s hometown.

Hedrick, ’10.

From there, they are praying for God to open a

(see below

door for Kyle to enter pastoral ministry in Canada

and right)

while he immigrates here. Prayers appreciated!

Alton also

The couple also welcomed their first child, baby

received his

Susanna Katherine Young in May 2020 (see be-

License of

low). Anyone interested in receiving their quar-

Professional

terly-ish newsletters can email Kyle

Counseling in

at kyle.young@pbti.org.

Virginia in
November 2019.

Logan Dalton, ‘11 obtained the faculty position
of Systems and Technical Services Librarian at the
University of Lynchburg and now resides in Virginia.
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FCS Alumni Sightings
Faith Christian alumni and former FCS drama teacher, Ethan Mitchell, go to Wake
Forest University to see Christopher Quiroz, ‘18, as “Reverend John Hale” in the
university’s production of The Crucible.

*********************************************************************************
In November, Alumna AC Branch Fuller, ‘12, visited the FCS 4th grade class to teach about germs
and the importance of hand washing during flu season (an especially important lesson in 2020)! AC
is currently working as a nurse at Roanoke Memorial Hospital.
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FCS Alumni Sightings—continued

The Faith Christian Class of 2018 is the gift that keeps on giving! Look What Mr. Baur found at
school in April 2020!
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Alumni News
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Alumni News
How to Stay in the Loop?

Facebook: Join our private group “Faith Christian School Alumni”

Instagram: @faithchristianschoolalumni

LinkedIn: Join networking group “Faith Christian School Alumni Association”

Email: send your current email address to jkowtko@fcsva.com

Do you have an idea for an alumni event? Would you like to plan an event for
a specific group of alumni (for example, Class of 20XX or former Boys Varsity

Basketball)? Let me know - I may be able to help with budget, planning, etc!

Questions, Comments, Concerns? As always, address them to
JoAnn Kowtko, ‘01, and FCS Alumni Relations Coordinator, jkowtko@fcsva.com
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In an encouraging note to the school, alumnus Brett Jones, ’04, recalled
the words of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Sail on, O Ship of State!
Thou, too, sail on, O Ship of State!
Sail on, O Union, strong and great!
Humanity with all its fears,
With all the hopes of future years,
Is hanging breathless on thy fate!
We know what Master laid thy keel,
What Workmen wrought thy ribs of steel,
Who made each mast, and sail, and rope,
What anvils rang, what hammers beat,
In what a forge and what a heat
Were shaped the anchors of thy hope!
Fear not each sudden sound and shock,
'Tis of the wave and not the rock;
'Tis but the flapping of the sail,
And not a rent made by the gale!
In spite of rock and tempest's roar,
In spite of false lights on the shore,
Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea!
Our hearts, our hopes, are all with thee.
Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears,
Our faith triumphant o'er our fears,
Are all with thee, -are all with thee!

Psalm 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”
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